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From Addict to Activist - a Model of Recovery

23rd Annual Gala "Roads to Redemption" Honors Jon Esformes

Los Angeles, Ca. January 16, 2015 - "He went from pushing shopping carts to filling the shopping
carts of others" is how Harriet Rossetto, CEO of Beit T'Shuvah, describes the transformation of Jon
Esformes. When she met him he was pushing a shopping cart with filled with booze to feed his
alcohol addiction. Jon was also suicidal and homeless. Experiencing the recovery program at Beit
T'Shuvah inspired him to devote himself to his recovery, and then to reach out and help others.

" Esformes is now the operating partner of the Pacific Tomato Growers and
pioneering a human rights movement to honor the voice of every farmer. As
+ aresult Pacific Tomato Growers along with the Coalition of Immokalee
Workers (CIW) worked to create the Fair Foods Standards Council based on
a uniform code of conduct. Esformes' fight for this human rights standard
has been featured in media world wide and recognized by dignitaries
internationally and by President Bill Clinton who called it "the most
astonishing thing politically happening in the world we're living in today."

Beit T'Shuvah teaches that no matter how lost one becomes, that person has the potential to
overcome, prosper and give back the way Jon Esformes has. "Thousands of lives have improved,
and that is the power of saving one soul," says Rabbi Mark Borovitz. Borovitz will be honoring
graduate Jon Esformes at this year's 23rd annual Gala not only as a model of recovery to emulate
but as a human rights activist whose successful recovery has affected thousands of lives.

Jon Esformes reflects on the day he walked into Beit T'Shuvah. "At the time I was suicidal. I
mean Beit T'Shuvah saved my life. Ifit wasn't for what this community did, I wouldn't be here
today."

He is now committed to accepting no less for others. Heading up Pacific Tomato Growers he
spreads a message of shared responsibility. "We are all responsible for making sure workers
safety and protections and accountability work throughout the country," said Esformes.

Please click here to see a video that will be shown about Jon Esformes.

Roads to Redemption Gala

WHERE Hyatt Regency Century Plaza, 2025 Avenue of the Stars
WHEN Sunday January 18th, 5:30 - 9 p.m.
WHAT 5:30 p.m. Silent Auction 7 p.m. Dinner and program honoring Jon Esformes

and other Beit T'Shuvah graduates

MEDIA Interviews are available during the silent auction. Photographers and



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K9PiljnzHcTneeLJtX7Lc85BnNJ0U3AZ6cx3HouYJdp1wiRXYetDbedzT9SB_RqKGzmZ4X5fyhV3hBYj0am1SaZcCqDiKfhiDMb9SUNblQY=

AVAILABILITY |videographers who are interested in recording during the dinner and program
must call ahead. Please contact Stephanie Abrams at 323-999-4489 to
schedule video, photography or interviews at the event.

INTERVIEWS (Jon Esformes: BT graduate and operating partner of Pacific Tomato Growers

(Jon is fluent in Spanish and can provide interviews for Spanish outlets)

Harriet Rossetto: CEO of Beit T'Shuvah
Rabbi Mark Borovitz: Beit T'Shuvah Spiritual Leader

About Beit T'Shuvah

Beit T'Shuvah is a treatment center and educational institution dedicated to guiding individuals and
families towards a path of living well in order to recover from addiction. For the past thirty years
they've operate on a faith-based model in Los Angeles integrating spirituality, psychotherapy,
Jewish teachings, the 12 steps and the creative arts. For more information please visit
www.BeitTShuvah.org.
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